We develop a new renormalization group approach to the large-N limit of matrix models. It has been proposed that a procedure, in which a matrix model of size (N − 1) × (N − 1) is obtained by integrating out one row and column of an N × N matrix model, can be regarded as a renormalization group and that its fixed point reveals critical behavior in the large-N limit. We instead utilize the fuzzy sphere structure based on which we construct a new map (renormalization group) from N × N matrix model to that of rank N − 1. Our renormalization group has great advantage of being a nice analog of the standard renormalization group in field theory. It is naturally endowed with the concept of high/low energy, and consequently it is in a sense local and admits derivative expansions in the space of matrices. In construction we also find that our renormalization in general generates multi-trace operators, and that nonplanar diagrams yield a nonlocal operation on a matrix, whose action is to transport the matrix to the antipode on the sphere. Furthermore the noncommutativity of the fuzzy sphere is renormalized in our formalism. We then analyze our renormalization group equation, and Gaussian and nontrivial fixed points are found. We further clarify how to read off scaling dimensions from our renormalization group equation. Finally the critical exponent of the model of two-dimensional gravity based on our formalism is examined.
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Introduction
There have been a lot of studies on nonperturbative aspects of string theory that have revealed that string theory would be nonperturbatively formulated in terms of a matrix model or a gauge theory in the large-N limit. In fact, it is well known that one-or two-matrix models provide nonperturbative formulations of noncritical strings [1] defined in less than one dimension [2] . Furthermore, several large-N gauge theories or matrix models are proposed as nonperturbative formulations of critical superstring theories [3] .
However, the latter models are incomplete so far because we do not know precisely how to take a double scaling limit in which the gauge coupling is tuned to its critical value in a correlated way with the large-N limit. In fact, in order to specify the recipe of the double scaling limit, we need information on dynamics of theory such as a critical exponent. In the case of noncritical strings, we can get it via the orthogonal polynomial method for a matrix model, or conformal field theory techniques for continuum (Liouville) theory. On the other hand, matrix models or gauge theories proposed as the models of critical string theories have more complicated actions with multiple matrices and this fact makes these models difficult to solve exactly, by traditional methods like the orthogonal polynomials, the Schwinger-Dyson equations, symmetry argument and so on. However, we here notice that in order to extract a critical exponent, we do not always have to solve a model explicitly. Indeed, we know that universal quantities like a critical exponent can be often derived by the renormalization group (RG) approach [4] , where we do not have to integrate all degrees of freedom in a model. In the case of matrix models, this procedure has been materialized in a concrete way which is recapitulated in the next subsection.
A brief review of large-N renormalization group
We review a good example in the case of Hermitian one-matrix model presented by Brezin and Zinn-Justin in [5] . For the purpose of examining the critical exponent in the large-N limit, they first decompose N × N matrix φ N by 1) where φ N −1 is an (N − 1) × (N − 1) matrix, v is an (N − 1)-component vector, and α is a real number. Then only v and α, namely one row and one column, are integrated out to yield a matrix model of φ N −1 . As illustration, starting from the action
2) then at one-loop level and to the leading order in 1/N expansion, we obtain an action of (N − 1) × (N − 1) matrix model,
3)
The key observation here is that we can repeat this procedure and as such this is quite analogous to the usual RG. This motivates us to make a "wave function renormalization" 
from which we read off the change of the coupling constant as
Now it is crucial that since N plays a role of the cutoff in the standard RG, we assume the Callan-Symanzik like RG equation
where F N (g) is the free energy of the N × N matrix model:
Namely, (1.7) prescribes the N-dependence of F N . By plugging the known exact result, we can check that the free energy near the critical point g * = −1/12 in fact satisfies (1.7) and there β ′ (g) is related to the critical exponent (string susceptibility) γ 1 as
We expect that at a fixed point of the above RG (1.6), critical behavior would show up and analysis of the RG near the fixed point gives us the critical exponent. This is indeed the case. From (1.6) we can read off the β-function, namely dependence of the coupling constant on the cutoff N as
and we find the nontrivial fixed point g * = −1/4 and the critical exponent γ 1 = 2 according to (1.9). They relatively well approximate the exact values g * = −1/12 and γ 1 = 5/2. Hereafter we call this approach as large-N renormalization group (RG).
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When we attempt to apply the large-N RG to matrix models for critical strings, we immediately recognize the following issue: interpretation of matrices in these "new" matrix models is quite different from that in the "old" matrix models describing noncritical strings. Namely, in the former we interpret matrices as carrying information on the space-time itself; for example, eigenvalues as the space-time coordinates (of D-branes) and off-diagonal components as open strings connecting them. This is in contrast to the case of noncritical string where a matrix model is interpreted as a tool for describing a discretized worldsheet. Hence according to the spirit of the RG [4] , it would be better to integrate out off-diagonal components far from diagonal ones, because they correspond to highly massive modes in the space-time, not just integrating one row and column as in [5] . These considerations tempt us to develop a new large-N RG in which we assign the concept of high/low energy to each matrix element, and we integrate out modes with the highest energy. If it is possible, the new large-N RG evidently accords with the spirit of the original RG [4] and is expected to have nice properties like locality. This is the motivation of the present work. We show that we can in fact define a new large-N RG in a well-defined manner based on this idea. The key is utilizing the fuzzy sphere structure [7] by which each matrix element carries angular momentum. As a consequence, our large-N RG has a nice correspondence with the usual RG in field theory. In formulating our large-N RG, we will also clarify in what sense it is "local" and mention its particular features. We then analyze fixed points of our RG and propose how to read off a critical exponent.
This paper is organized as follows: in the next section we formulate our large-N RG on the fuzzy sphere and derive the RG equation concretely. Fixed points of the RG equation are analyzed in section 3. It is desirable that these fixed points can be related to critical phenomena which have been observed by numerical simulations [8, 9, 10] and an analytical study [11] of fuzzy sphere φ 4 theory via a matrix model. Our results will be compared to these works. Section 4 are devoted to conclusions and discussions. In appendices we enumerate useful formulas which are necessary in our calculations and show some identities satisfied by the fuzzy spherical harmonics.
Formulation of large-N renormalization group on fuzzy sphere
In this section we define a filed theory on fuzzy sphere as a matrix model. Then we propose a new large-N RG based on the analogy of the angular momentum realized in the space of matrices by the fuzzy sphere.
Definition of fuzzy sphere
We begin with constructing a map from the space of functions on the sphere to that of N × N matrices following [7] . A function on S 2 with radius ρ can be expanded as
where θ, ϕ are the polar coordinates, and l, m correspond to the angular momentum, the magnetic quantum number (projection of the angular momentum), respectively. Y lm is the spherical harmonics
which satisfies the orthogonality and completeness condition
2 For later use we change the normalization of Y lm by √ 4π from the standard one.
4π
Y lm (θ, ϕ) can be also expanded as 6) and definex
Thus N × N matricesx i 's satisfy an analogous equation of S 2 :
We then define an N × N matrix T lm corresponding to Y lm in (2.5) by
which we call the fuzzy spherical harmonics hereafter and they are considered to form a noncommutative algebra of functions on the fuzzy sphere. It follows immediately from the property of c
Since T lm is in the same representation as that of Y lm under the rotation SU(2) of S 2 ,
where U(R) and R l (R) are the N-dimensional and (2l + 1)-dimensional representation of R ∈ SU(2), respectively. The N-dimensional representation space of
. From the Wigner-Eckart theorem, (2.10) leads to
where R(N, l) is independent of s, s ′ and depends on the choice of |s . Following the convention in [12] , we take 14) which can be derived easily from (2.12) by using (A.2) and (A.3), where the trace is taken over an N × N matrix. In particular, (2.14) leads to 16) for arbitrary N × N matrices O 1 , O 2 . (2.13) and (2.14) show that T lm form an orthogonal and complete basis of the space of N × N matrices. Namely, any N × N matrix φ can be decomposed as
Comparing (2.1) and (2.17), we find that the space of N × N matrices can be regarded as a regularized space of functions on S 2 in which the angular momentum l is cut off at 2L = N − 1. It cannot be overemphasized that the space of functions on the fuzzy sphere has therefore completely finite dimensions, but that nevertheless they form a closed algebra and preserve the rotational symmetry SO(3) as in (2.10) .
By taking the large-N limit with ρ fixed, it is clear from (2.7) that 18) namely the standard commutative S 2 will be recovered. More precisely, as shown in appendix B, the structure constant of the fuzzy spherical harmonics 19) tends to that of the usual spherical harmonics in the large-N limit with ρ fixed. From the definition of T lm (2.8), we find that 
Hence L i essentially corresponds to the adjoint action of L i . In summary of this subsection, we have constructed the mapping rules:
1. function → matrix:
Notice that this holds as equality.
3. Laplacian → double adjoint action:
Field theory on fuzzy sphere
In the previous subsection we have seen that functions on the fuzzy sphere are defined as N × N matrices. Hence considering a field theory on the fuzzy sphere amounts to constructing a corresponding matrix model. We have identified N 2 bases {T lm } in the space of N × N matrices, and it is remarkable that they enjoy the concept of the angular momentum (l, m) based on which we will formulate a new RG in the next subsection.
In the following we restrict our interest to a Hermitian matrix, which corresponds to a real function on S 2 . (2.9) leads to
for (2.17). As an illustration we consider
which is a natural regularization of the scalar field theory on S 2 with radius ρ 
where the summations effectively run in regions constrained by the triangular conditions (mentioned in (A.1)) imposed by the 3j-and 6j-symbols. Hereafter a sum over l, m should be understood likewise and we will not show their range explicitly.
Large-N renormalization group on fuzzy sphere
In this subsection we demonstrate a new large-N renormalization group (RG) by taking advantage of the fuzzy sphere. As mentioned in the introduction, the main motivation to develop the RG on the fuzzy sphere is that there we can introduce the concept of the angular momentum in the space of N ×N matrices. This contrasts with the original large-N RG proposed in [5] , where there is no clear notion of momentum. Thus the fuzzy sphere enables us to perform a new RG transformation lowering N: N → N − 1 by integrating out matrix elements with the maximal angular momentum. The difference between our RG and that in [5] is just the choice of the basis in the space of N × N matrices based on which the large-N RG is formulated. There would then be no gauge-invariant notion of matrix elements of high/low momenta since they are mixed up under U(N) rotations. However, introducing the kinetic term breaks U(N) and enables us to define high/low momentum with respect to the choice of the kinetic term action. Our formulation then manifestly accords with the spirit of the RG [4] . The resulting RG is expected to be a local and well-defined transformation and to give rise to a local Lagrangian with nice behavior in UV. Notice that for the purpose of the large-N RG we have to formulate the RG for finite N. The fuzzy sphere which can be formulated with finite N fits in our purpose, while the noncommutative plane based on the Heisenberg algebra does not, at least in a straightforward manner.
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Now we formulate our large-N RG. We start from the N × N matrix model as in (2.26)
where we have put the subscript N on the parameters in order to keep track of their RG flow. The RG transformation is carried out through the following two procedures: the first is coarse-graining, and the second is rescaling. For the first, we integrate out modes with the maximal angular momentum, i.e. φ lm with l = 2L and −2L ≤ m ≤ 2L in the expansion (2.17) . Then the number of remaining modes will be N 2 − (4L + 1) = (N − 1) 2 , which is exactly the number of components of (N − 1) × (N − 1) matrix. Thus we would reinterpret the resulting action as that of (N − 1) × (N − 1) matrix. Namely we construct a new map from a matrix model with rank N to that with rank N − 1. Next we make a scale transformation ρ N → ρ N −1 in order to recover the original scale, and finally read off the change of parameters m . This is our new RG by utilizing the fuzzy sphere. 6 In the following, we will present the details of each step in order.
Coarse-graining
For notational simplicity, let us divide the space of the angular momentum Λ as
and define correspondingly
Thus we formulate the coarse-graining procedure as 32) where
) is an action of (N − 1) × (N − 1) matrix. 7 It is important that our large-N RG formalism respects the rotational symmetry SO(3), because it integrates out the whole components of one irreducible representation of SO(3) which does not mix modes with different l as in (2.10) .
In order to make calculation of (2.32) tractable, we first note that the kinetic term in (2.29) can be decomposed as
Another RG approach to matrix models based on the configuration space is proposed in [13] . 7 A similar RG has been proposed in [14] for the purpose of analyzing the noncommutative field theory. However, it should be noticed that in our large-N RG we construct an (N − 1) × (N − 1) matrix model, not just integrating the out-modes. As a result, we have to take account of renormalization of noncommutativity as discussed in present subsection, which is in contrast to [14] , where the noncommutativity is fixed.
and define 
Thus the calculation of
. For this purpose, we classify the potential term by the number of out-modes as
where φ in and φ out denote a matrix only with in-modes and out-modes, respectively:
The expectation value can be evaluated by using the propagator of the out-modes
where P N does not depend on m, m ′ as
(2.39)
By using this, we can perturbatively integrate out φ out as
where the subscript c means taking the connected part. In the rest of the paper, we will demonstrate the RG transformation to the second order in g N . Noting the Z 2 -symmetry of the original action (2.29), we find that
where we do not include the expectation values containing only V 4 , since they do not depend on φ in and then will not affect the renormalization of the parameters m 2 N , g N . We postpone carrying out the actual calculations and first explain the rest of the large-N RG procedure.
Rescaling
The second procedure of the RG transformation is the rescaling. We will see that it also involves the renormalization of noncommutativity. After coarse-graining, we should have a matrix model of size (N − 1)
To do it, we relate φ in and φ by
which implies that
(N −2)/2 representation, and T is the fuzzy spherical harmonics with rank N −1. Namely, we fix the wave function renormalization in such a way that the kinetic term is canonically normalized. Then it immediately follows that
On the other hand, it is nontrivial how the tr N φ in 4 vertex becomes in terms of φ. For this purpose it is evident that we have to shift all L's appearing in the 6j-symbols in (2.
Here the key recursion relation of the 6j-symbol
We find that the first term indeed provides the necessary factor for the tr N −1 φ 4 , while the second term does not seem to correspond to natural operation of an (N − 1) × (N − 1) matrix. However, as in the usual RG, we are interested in the low energy regime
and a, b in (2.45) applied to (2.28) correspond to low energy modes. We then find that the second term is of O(1/N 2 ) compared to the first term, which can be therefore neglected in the large-N RG discussing corrections of O(1/N) when N → N − 1. Substituting (2.45) into an explicit form (B.3), a little calculation shows that
We also rescale ρ 2 N in our RG transformation. In the ordinary RG on the twodimensional square lattice, the lattice spacing will be multiplied by √ 2 after the block spin transformation, and we rescale the length scale by 1/ √ 2 in order to recover the original lattice spacing. In the case of the RG of field theory, after integrating out high energy modes Λ/b ≤ p ≤ Λ (for some b > 1) with Λ the momentum cutoff, we make a scale transformation as p → bp in order to retrieve the original momentum space. Since in the case of the fuzzy sphere the maximal momentum is given by the Casimir of the mode with 2L, we rescale ρ N as
namely, in such a way that the maximal momentum will be fixed in a rotational invariant manner. Here we define a ratio
by which we make a scale transformation in order to recover the original scale as in the usual RG of field theory. Notice that the degrees of freedom in a unit volume would be then multiplied by N/(N − 1), which is consistent with the picture that the fuzzy sphere defined by N × N matrices describes N quanta with volume given by α 2 N as in (2.7):
Correspondingly, it should be noticed that under the scale transformation (2.47), α N is invariant:
In other words, in the case of fuzzy sphere we take the large-N limit with the physical length scale α 2 fixed, as the continuum limit in the lattice QCD with the physical pion mass fixed. Since α is the physical scale characterizing the fuzzy sphere, this limit is natural, and accordingly we examine it via the large-N RG which respects α.
On the other hand, it is known that by taking another large-N limit, we can obtain the noncommutative field theory (NCFT) [17, 18] on the flat two-dimensional plane (see e.g. [12, 19] ). In this case, the large-N limit is taken with the noncommutativity θ in the NCFT fixed as [19] N → ∞ with θ = 2ρ
Hence in order to examine the NCFT via our large-N RG, we should fix θ N . This implies that
Namely, in this case we have instead of (2.49)
Change of the parameters
After evaluating (2.41) and performing the scale transformation, the renormalized action can schematically be written as
where we have taken account of (2.44), (2.46) and (2.48). In general, K(N, m 2 N , g N ) = 0, and a further rescaling of φ has to be done in order to make the kinetic term canonical. The resulting action should be compared with
Now we read off the change of parameters as
(2.57) These are RG flow equations for m 2 and g, as N → N − 1. In the last line of (2.55), (others) includes terms of the form which did not appear in the original action, induced through the coarse-graining procedure. It contains higher order interaction terms tr N −1φ 2n (n ≥ 3) and multi-trace deformations. They would induce the RG flow in an enlarged space of coupling constants. However, to the order of the perturbation in the present paper, they are not relevant. It also contains various "derivative expansions" of kinetic and potential terms, and highly "nonlocal" terms which are related to nonplanar diagrams in perturbation theory. In the following subsections, we will see how they appear and how to deal with them.
In following subsections we will concretely evaluate the terms in (2.41) and determine the corrections shown in (2.55). There we will find several quite interesting and characteristic aspects of our large-N RG, namely, appearance of "antipode" transformed fields and multi-trace operators, and "derivative" expansions in the space of matrices.
O(g N ) and appearance of antipode transformation
As a demonstration let us calculate contributions of O(g N ) in (2.41). From (2.36) and (2.38), we obtain
Here we note the formula given in (B.13) in appendix B and get 
Hence the nonplanar diagram generates a new operator. In order to elaborate on it, we apply the formula in (B.12) in appendix B as
It is then natural to define an operation on N × N matrices as
Although this transformation looks strange in the space of matrices, it has a natural interpretation on the fuzzy sphere. In fact, it corresponds to a discrete transformation on 
Furthermore, we can make a sort of "derivative expansion" of this expression. In fact, from (A.9) the 6j-symbol in (2.66) has a large-
to give
where we recall L = (N − 1)/2 and (2.20). It is quite interesting that owing to the fuzzy sphere structure, the space of N × N matrices admits the derivative expansion of an operator. Here higher derivative terms come from the l-dependent terms of the expansion of the Legendre polynomial in (2.67) in terms of 1/L and are suppressed by 1/N as such.
Notice that this expansion should be in terms of the Laplacian (2.20), because the fuzzy sphere preserves the rotational symmetry SO(3), which is respected in our large-N RG formalism. Thus we find that the operator on the right-hand side in (2.66) contains tr N φ in φ in A and its derivatives 10 . We point out here that new operators that are not contained in the original Lagrangian (2.29) are thus generated in our RG, but that they may be regarded as small corrections. For example, the first term in (2.68) agrees with the overlap between a wave function and its antipode
which is always smaller than
60) coming from the planar diagram. In fact, it is easy to check that for the Gaussian wave function (under the stereographic projection) the former is exponentially smaller than the latter with respect 9 Throughout this paper, we concentrate on the case with the "in" fields carrying low enough momenta. Therefore in the expression of the perturbation theory, we write errors simply as O(1/L 2 ) or O(1/N 2 ), though it could also depend on the momenta of associated "in" fields. 10 At a glance, the antipode transformation seems to correspond to exchange of two matrices. However, as shown in appendix D, it is related to the reverse of the ordering of all matrices inside a trace.
to the inverse square of the width. However, since in the RG we are interested in low energy modes, it is not obvious that the overlap is small enough to ignore. Thus in the fixed point analysis given in section 3 we will concentrate on the flows of m 2 N and g N up to O(g 2 N ) and simply assume that to this order, interactions involving φ in A would not affect them considerably, namely, would not modify (2.57) so much. 11 Here it is important to note that as we see by comparing the coefficients in (2.60) and (2.68), the nonplanar contribution is not suppressed by O(1/N) in itself compared to the planar one, but the momentum dependence (in the present case (−1) l in the antipode transformation) can make it suppressed. Recall that this is also the case with the NCFT, where nonplanar diagrams are in general dropped in a high energy regime by the oscillating phase depending on momenta. . From (2.36),
O(g
(2.70)
The first and second term correspond to the planar and nonplanar diagram shown in Fig.2 (a) and (b), respectively. Important observation here is that double trace terms as above are in general generated in the large-N RG. At first sight, they seem to be new interactions arising in our RG and do not play any role in renormalization of parameters 11 Here we should notice that it is likely that an interaction with φ in A originating from a nonplanar diagram is not irrelevant in itself near a fixed point. In fact, it is shown in [19] that a contribution from the 1PI nonplanar two-point function Γ (2) nonplanar (corresponding to V N P 2 with all modes running the loop integrated) gives rise to the IR singularity in the large-N NCFT limit (2.52) and hence becomes the origin of the UV/IR mixing. Since the large-N limit should be captured by a fixed point in the large-N RG, this suggests that if an interaction involving φ in A has something to do with Γ
nonplanar which becomes quite large in the IR in the large-N limit, it would be rather relevant around a corresponding fixed point. We will further make a few comments on such an interesting aspect in section 4. dxdy∆(
where ∆(x − y) = φ(x)φ(y) is the propagator of the scalar field. Namely, bi-local interactions are generated in general in the RG corresponding to the double trace term in (2.70). However, we know that if the propagator ∆(x − y) is for a highly massive mode of φ, it would rapidly damp as x and y are separated. In such a case the derivative expansion as
is valid at least for a low energy mode of φ of interest in the RG. Namely, bi-local interactions generated by the RG can be decomposed as a sum of local interactions and there higher derivative interactions are suppressed if we integrated out sufficiently high energy modes. In other words, the RG by integrating only high energy modes only generates local interactions. Notice that the first term in (2.72) contributes to φ 4 vertex correction.
Hence in our large-N RG we also have to make a "derivative" expansion as in (2.72) in the space of matrices and to read off what kind of "local" interactions arise as a result of the RG. Interestingly enough, it is indeed possible in our formalism because our RG is based on the fuzzy sphere structure and we in fact integrate out modes with the maximal momentum. As illustration let us consider the planar contribution of V 
Then we can take the summation over m 1 , m 2 first by the formula (A.2) in appendix A to get
Now we make a "derivative" expansion. In the large-N RG we are interested in sufficiently low energy modes φ in lm with l ≪ L as in the usual RG in field theory, and then (2.13) tells us that the internal momentum l in (2.74) should be also sufficiently smaller than L so that the traces will not vanish. Thus as far as φ in only with low energy modes is concerned, we can evaluate the 6j-symbol in (2.74) under l ≪ N by using (A.
Plugging this into (2.74), we obtain
Then we see that the first term in fact becomes the single trace by virtue of the completeness of T lm (2.15). It is rather technical but interesting that in the second term we can also take the summation over l, m by applying (2.15), because by the "partial integration"
As a consequence we have 
where we notice that all derivative corrections come in as the Laplacian which reflects the fact that our large-N RG as well as the fuzzy sphere respects the SO(3) symmetry, as anticipated below (2.68). Therefore the RG again generates new interactions containing both φ in and φ in A that are not present in the original action. For the same reason as in (2.68) we regard them as small corrections and negligible in discussion of the RG of the parameters ρ 
Mass correction
Let us examine the other terms than V 3. V 1 V 3 c = 0 by the momentum conservation.
2 Ntr N φ in 2 , which arises from the planar diagram. 
Flow equations
So far we see that when φ in is in a sufficiently low energy regime and L ≫ 1, (2.41) becomes
where
with P N given in (2.39). In the above, · · · denotes the terms including φ in independent constants, O(g 3 N ), antipode fields, and 1/N suppressed derivative expansions. They are all omitted in the following RG analysis. Now the RG flow equations (2.57) become 3. Since our large-N RG is constructed by integrating out the modes with the highest energy, it should be in a sense local as in the case of the usual RG. In fact, all corrections carry the propagator P N given in (2.38), which is highly suppressed for large-N. Furthermore, our RG admits the "derivative" expansion as mentioned in section 2.5 by which the double trace corrections can be written as a sum of the single traces. This fact also reflects locality of our RG, because the reason why we can utilize the asymptotic formula of 6j-symbol as in (2.75) is that we have integrated the modes with l = 2L and hence its upper entries become the cutoff 2L itself. Accordingly, we have observed that the "derivative" corrections are suppressed by 1/N as in (2.78).
Fixed point analysis
In this section we examine Gaussian and nontrivial fixed points of our RG transformation (2.82) and discuss their properties. We also determine the scaling dimensions of small perturbations around these fixed points from (2.82). First we discuss fixed points corresponding to field theories, and then turn to the two-dimensional gravity originally considered in [5] . 
Gaussian fixed point
It is evident that m * = g * = 0 is indeed the fixed point (Gaussian fixed point) of the RG transformation (2.82). Near the Gaussian fixed point, we linearize (2.82) with respect to small perturbations m 2 ≪ 1 and g ≪ 1 as
Here we expanded
In order to diagonalize the RG transformation near the Gaussian fixed point, we assume the eigenvector as m
12 As the readers can see, the coefficient A N inm 2 (g) depends on the step of RG transformation, namely varies as N → N − n. Thereforem 2 (g) is slightly different from the critical line of the RG flow. The leading behavior of A N shown here approximates the slope of critical line in the vicinity of the fixed point.
These equations determinem 2 (g N ) as
Thusm 2 approximately give a critical line of the RG flow, and then we find that the critical line is vertical in m 2 − g plane in large-N limit. This feature originates from the fact that m 2 N and g N have the same scaling dimension and thus it is peculiar to two dimensions. In fact, this is also the case with the RG of the ordinary two-dimensional field theory where the critical line becomes vertical. This vertical line can be derived in a different manner. In order to regularize the slope of the vertical line, we introduce an extra tiny N-dependence c(N) ∼ N −ε to g N in (2.29)
and repeat our large-N RG to obtain the RG equation 13 Applying this method to (3.7) and (3.8), we conclude that our Gaussian fixed point is an UV fixed point and the scaling dimensions of m 2 and g are both 2 for infinitesimal ε. It is in fact consistent with the result from the mean-field, or the Landau theory, as it should be near the Gaussian fixed point.
The critical line found in present analysis also have been seen in numerical works [8, 9, 10] . The uniform-disordered phase transitions are reported on this critical line. Our results shows that the slope of the critical line diverges in large-N limit, while [9] reports weak N-dependence of the critical line. This is because our slope of the critical line is logarithmically divergent, and thus it is hard to see the vertical of the critical line if N is not so large.
It is worth noticing that (3.7) and (3.8) also imply the Gaussian fixed point in the NCFT, where the scaling dimensions of m 2 N and g N are again 2, because the difference between the field theory on the fuzzy sphere and the NCFT is just in the N-dependence of b N itself as in (2.49) and (2.54), namely in a quantity which should be fixed in the large-N limit. It would be intriguing aspect of our large-N RG formalism that we can discuss a field theory on the fuzzy sphere and on the noncommutative plane in a unified way.
Nontrivial fixed points
Next we search for nontrivial fixed points. If there is a nontrivial fixed point, we would have nontrivial wave function renormalization there. In such a case if we normalize the kinetic tern canonically as in (2.42), it would give rise to nontrivial N-dependence of g N as in (3.6). Here we assume general leading N-dependence of c(N) in (3.6) as c(N) = cN a and fix the value of a in such a way that there exists a fixed point of O(N 0 ). Near such a fixed point, if any, the perturbative expansion in terms of g N can be in danger due to higher order interactions. We observe that since ρ N N ≪ 1 is required for the loop expansion to be a good approximation 14 . With this condition the third term in the left hand side of (3.7) is subleading. Therefore up to O(g 2 N ) the RG equations (3.7) and (3.8) can be recast into
We find a fixed point of (3.10) and (3.11) analogous to the Wilson-Fisher fixed point
We then confirm that the loop expansion parameter ρ
N N is small around this fixed point as a consistency check. Using these fixed point values, we evaluate
14 Here we do not take further possible suppression factors due to 6j-symbols into account.
For arbitrary a, this is of O(N −1 ) and negligible in the large-N limit. Therefore our fixed point (3.12) is stable against higher order loop corrections, and this also suggests that the fixed point will not receive much effects in general from higher order interactions induced by the RG transformation. Such feature can be understood as the locality of our RG transformation itself.
We linearize (3.10) and (3.11) around the fixed point. The linear perturbations obey
14)
The scaling dimensions are determined from the eigenvalues of these linear perturbation equations. Note that off-diagonal terms in these equations are of O(N −1 ). Thus to the leading order, the eigenvalues for δm 2 and δg are
with O(N −2 ) corrections. As concrete examples, we discuss scaling dimensions of these linear perturbations in both cases of fuzzy sphere and NCFT, separately. 
where we have utilized (2.54). We set a = 1 to have g * of O(1), then (m
). Although the position of m 2 * goes to negative infinity as N goes large, the condition for higher loop corrections to be suppressed is still satisfied. Note that now the rescaling factor is given as b . Thus the scaling dimensions of linear perturbations can be read off as −2 for δm 2 and −4 for δg. This IR fixed point is stable in this large-N limit. 
This suggests a phase transition which occurs on such points. Indeed, the so-called disordered-matrix phase transition is observed on such points in numerical simulations [8, 9, 10] . In [11] this phase transition is explained by a topology change of matrix eigenvalue distribution. In these previous works, the matrix model action is given as
The relation between (R, r, λ) and our (ρ N , m
. In [11] , noncommutativity is fixed as
, thus we adopt b
as in (2.54) for a comparison. Then the equation (3.19) becomes
On the other hand, the position of the critical point on λ = 1 line is calculated numerically in [8] , and also estimated by an analytical method in [11] . Their results are observed in [8] :
Our result (3.21) have a good agreement with the numerical simulation 15 . It strongly suggests that our formula (3.19) describes the disordered-matrix phase transition points. Analysis of critical behavior of various order parameters will provide further evidence. And the phase structures of this matrix model are further investigated numerically in [10] . It would be interesting to understand these structures by our RG methods.
Two-dimensional gravity
As a final application of our large-N RG, in this section let us consider the two-dimensional gravity. For comparison we start from the same action as in the original large-N RG in [5] and apply ours, namely, perform the large-N RG by a different basis of N × N matrices from that in [5] . Then we compare our results with those in [5] .
We begin with the one-matrix model (1.2) defining the two-dimensional quantum gravity here dropping the kinetic term
2 would be essential for the two-dimensional gravity, because by doing so we have the U(N) gauge symmetry in (3.22) which would be somehow related to the diffeomorphism invariance. Then it is straightforward to repeat our formalism. Two important differences from before are that now we fix the wave function renormalization as
instead of (2.42), and that the propagator becomes
With these in mind, it is easy to derive the RG equation for g N again as
from which we obtain as in (1.10)
Therefore we again find a nontrivial fixed point g * = −1/6 and a critical exponent there γ 1 = 2/β ′ (g * ) = 1. Although γ 1 is worse than that obtained in [5] , they are still comparable with the exact results g * = −1/12 and γ 1 = 5/2. There may be several reasons why our RG becomes worse than in [5] for the two-dimensional gravity. First we notice that our formalism respects the rotational symmetry SO(3). It is evident that this property fits in field theory on the (fuzzy) sphere, but not in the two-dimensional gravity describing random surfaces. Another reason could be that in our formalism we have dropped contributions from the antipode matrix, while in [5] all O(g) contributions in the systematic 1/N expansion are taken into account.
Conclusions and discussions
In this paper we propose a new large-N RG based on the fuzzy sphere. It has a nice analogy with the usual RG in some aspects such as the locality of the RG transformation and the derivative expansion. It also reveals the interesting features in matrix models as the appearance of multi-trace operators, the antipode transformation, and renormalization of noncommutativity. Fixed point analysis gives consistent results for the Gaussian fixed point of field theory on the fuzzy sphere, or the NCFT on the two-dimensional plane. A nontrivial fixed point is also found and their properties are discussed. There is a critical line if the radius of the sphere is large. Our RG equation provides an expression for the critical line which well agrees with the numerical simulation. A comparable value of the critical exponent in the two-dimensional gravity can be also obtained.
Since it seems straightforward to apply our formalism to multi-matrix models, it is desirable to apply it to the large-N limit of more interesting models, related to string theory, like the Chern-Simons type matrix models as in e.g. [12, 20, 21] . Our formalism is expected to reveal some aspects of them, in particular, on their universal properties. It is also anticipated that our large-N RG also sheds light on the large-N limit of supersymmetric gauge theories on higher dimensional sphere that have attracted much attention recently. It would be likely that in order to clarify vast universality class of large-N gauge theories suggested by the large-N reduced models [22] , we would need formalism based on the RG like ours. We mention that it would be also interesting to examine a relation between our large-N RG and a master field approach on the fuzzy sphere [23] .
Before closing the paper, we discuss two issues which would be considerable for further understanding of the matrix RG method in the present paper.
Fuzzy torus
One may think that our large-N RG is also available on the fuzzy torus, where the algebra of functions is more tractable. In fact, an N × N matrix φ N can be expanded analogously to the Fourier expansion as (assuming odd N)
where U and V are the standard 't Hooft matrices with rank N satisfying UV = ω −1 V U with ω = exp(2πi/N). Then each vertex of a field theory on the fuzzy torus has a factor imposing the momentum conservation modulo N:
2 ). In our large-N RG, it is natural to integrate first over (4N − 4) modes with the maximal momentum of n 1 or n 2 , namely, over φ n 1 n 2 with |n 1 | or |n 2 | = (N − 1)/2, and then to rewrite the resulting action as an (N − 2) × (N − 2) matrix model. However, in the (N − 2) × (N − 2) matrix model the momentum conservation should hold in each vertex modulo N − 2. For example, if a vertex consists only of in-modes with |n 1 |, |n 2 | < (N − 1)/2, it remains intact in the RG, and hence there the momentum is conserved modulo N, not N − 2. This serious problem would be bypassed by considering the large-N RG not by N → N − 2, but by N → N/2 as the block spin transformation. We will report our study in this direction elsewhere.
Antipode, UV/IR mixing, and noncommutative anomaly
Another interesting aspect in our formalism is the appearance of the antipode transformation. Here we point out an interesting connection between the antipode matrix and the nonplanar diagram. If we draw nonplanar diagrams by the standard double line notation, we find that they resemble annulus diagrams appearing at one-loop of open string theory. They have two edges from which external lines emanate. Our intriguing observation up to O(g 2 N ) is that if we identify matrices brought by external lines from one edge as "usual" ones, external lines from another edge provide the antipode matrices. Namely, there is a connection between the Feynman diagram and the positions on the (fuzzy) sphere. We hope that further analysis of nonplanar diagrams makes clear the origin of the antipode transformation.
Related to this, in [14] it is claimed that such antipode degrees of freedom trigger the UV/IR mixing [17] . After [14] , it is rigorously argued in [19] that there is no UV/IR mixing on the fuzzy sphere for finite N based on the one-loop effective action including a nonplanar diagram, and the IR singularity seen in field theory on the noncommutative plane is reproduced as the large-N limit of a term arising from a nonplanar diagram, that the authors call noncommutative anomaly (it is regular for finite N). As seen below in detail, the appearance of the antipode matrix reported in this paper can be understood as a part of such a noncommutative anomaly for finite N.
Here we make a detailed comparison of V N P 2 between that in this paper and in [19] . The authors of [19] use the following formula
The noncommutative anomaly for finite N is obtained as the difference between V in this paper can be regarded as the maximum momentum part of the noncommutative anomaly discussed in [19] . It is then preferable that the other appearances of the antipode matrix can also be interpreted in a similar way. If we can repeatedly integrate out the highest modes, the total antipode effect will eventually, in principle, reproduce the noncommutative anomaly for finite N. Our RG approach would be helpful toward such a problem, as discussed next.
Since as shown in [19] the noncommutative anomaly develops the IR singularity in the large-N NCFT limit (2.52) and triggers the UV/IR mixing, the above observation implies that around a fixed point corresponding to the large-N limit in our RG, interactions involving the antipode matrix would be relevant and that analysis of them there would reveal universal nature of the noncommutative anomaly and the UV/IR mixing. More generally, an important question from our study is on existence of nontrivial theory with the antipode matrix. According to the spirit of the RG, we are led to consider a new matrix model like
and look for a nontrivial fixed point of our large-N RG. For example, the fixed point analysis of m 2 is expected to be useful for understanding the UV/IR mixing.
Finally, we comment on the observations made in [17, 24] . In these papers the UV/IR mixing is understood as the exchanges of light degrees of freedom which are called closed string modes. This nicely fits with stringy interpretation of a nonplanar diagram. Recall that the 1-loop correction of the scalar field 2-point function is UV divergent in the 2-dimensional continuum theory and that if we try to regularize it via the noncommutativity as in the fuzzy sphere or in the noncommutative plane, a nonplanar diagram in general yields the noncommutative anomaly, or the UV/IR mixing, in the large-N limit. Then the IR singularity there can be regarded as the effect of the propagation of the closed sting mode. Therefore it is natural to expect that even for finite N a nonplanar diagram of the 2-point function in the matrix model on fuzzy sphere has a counterpart of such a closed string mode. In fact, the formula (2.68) can be written as the exchange of particles with propagator 4) following the expression in [24] . Here identification is made as 5) and ρ is the radius of sphere. The spectral function λ(µ 2 ) in [24] has a uniform distribution which vanishes below 1/(ρΛ) 2 , where Λ is a UV cutoff of Wilsonian RG in NCFT and ρ is replaced by a parameter with dimensions of squared length in the reference. On the other hand, the spectral function in (4.4) is the delta function. This is because we calculated a one-step RG flow N → N − 1. It is shown that matrix models on the fuzzy sphere are free from the IR divergence for finite N [19] . In fact, this feature can be also seen in (4.4) . The spectral function does not contain massless modes unless N is infinity. An IR regularization of the closed string picture is realized in this way.
number α runs −a ≤ α ≤ a for the angular momentum a. In the following we define
namely, {abc} does not vanish only if a, b, and c satisfy the triangular conditions which are symmetric under the interchange of variables. 
A.1 Identities
where C cγ aα bβ is the Clebsch-Gordan coefficient 17 .
To investigate the asymptotic behavior of the 6j-symbols, it is sometimes useful to use the explicit expression due to Racah,
where the sum of t runs in the region where no argument of the factorials takes negative values, namely,
Several asymptotic formulas are obtained by evaluating the factorials by the use of the Stirling's formula.
B Useful formulas of the fuzzy spherical harmonics
In this appendix useful formulas of the N × N matrix T lm defined in (2.12) are presented. We set L = (N − 1)/2 as in the main text. (A.4), (A.5) and (A.6) give formulas of the trace of T lm 's 17 We have supplied the formula presented in [15] with a necessary phase which was also added in [19] .
Notice that (B.2) can be also derived easily from (B.1) and (2.14), and that l i (i = 1 ∼ 4) on the right-hand side of (B.2) can be cyclically interchanged, which reflects the cyclic symmetry of the trace. From (2.13) and (B.1) we can read off a fusion coefficient
as
As an application, by using the asymptotic form of the 6j-symbol for L ≫ 1 in (A.11)
Furthermore, by using the fusion (B.4) and (B.5) repeatedly, we find
(B.10)
Taking the sum (
where the summation over l ′ can be also taken by utilizing (A.7) to yield
This equation tells us an interesting fact that making the similarity transformation with respect to T 2L m and taking the summation over m is essentially equivalent to performing the "antipode" transformation T lm → (−1) l T lm , namely transporting a field to the antipode on the sphere. As a corollary, we find that
where we have used
(B.12) and (B.13) are of great help in calculating our RG.
In this appendix we evaluate contributions of O(g given as the second term in (2.70) and obtain a similar result to (2.74)
Here we note that
which can be readily shown directly from the expression of the trace of three T lm 's given in (B.1) by using the well-known property of the 3j-symbol, or from the proposition proved in the appendix D. Then in the low energy regime the same derivation as in (2.75)∼(2.78) leads
On the other hand, from (2.36) we obtain
where the two kinds of the contractions yielding nonplanar diagrams turn out to be equivalent from the cyclicity of the trace. By expanding φ in 2 as φ in 2 = lm φ
in (2) lm T lm and using the trace formula in (B.1) and in (B.2), we have
Here we can take the summations over m, m ′ , and m ′′ according to (A.4), while the sum on l ′′ can be also taken by (A.8). We thus get
We next use the cyclic symmetry of the 9j-symbol and utilize (A.8) once again. Then the 9j-symbol can be rewritten as
Note that in contrast to l ′′ in (C.5), here the selection rules of the 6j-symbols impose L ≤ x ≤ L + min(l 1 , l 2 ) and x ∈ Z. Thus setting x = L + m, we have 
≃ l 3 (l 3 + 1) − l 1 (l 1 + 1) − l 2 (l 2 + 1) 2 l 1 (l 1 + 1)l 2 (l 2 + 1) Combining these, we obtain
(C.12)
Plugging (C.12) into (C.6), together with (2.75), we see that the remaining factors are exactly of the form of (B.1) and finally obtain
The calculation of V 
where we have used the formula for the trace of four T lm 's in terms of 9j-symbols (B.3) instead of 6j-symbols (B.2). Then we apply a similar evaluation from (C.7) to (C.12) to two 9j-symbols in this expression. A lengthy calculation as above results in the last equation in (2.79).
C.2 Mass correction
V 2 1 c would give rise to a φ 6 vertex. But we shall see that it is negligible in the low energy regime. In fact, from (2.36), V However, when the momentum l of φ in is much smaller than 2L, that of φ in 3 cannot be equal to 2L and the traces above vanish by (2.13). Hence in the low energy regime of interest in the RG we can neglect this contribution.
The other remaining terms of O(g where the first two terms correspond to planar diagrams, while the last term to a nonplanar one. The formulas (B.12) and (B.13) enable us to rewrite this as
(C. 19) In the second term that comes from the nonplanar diagram, the 6j-symbol is again exponentially small as
for L ≫ 1. Therefore for L ≫ 1 the planar diagram gives
Finally, we evaluate V N P 2 V 4 c . This can be carried out by using the technique explained so far. We quote only the result,
Therefore, this term involves the antipode fields.
D Antipode transformation and ordering reverse
In this appendix we prove a proposition that reveals an interesting connection between the ordering of matrices inside the trace and the antipode transformation. Proposition:
Proof:
The n = 1 case is trivial. The n = 2 and n = 3 cases are also obvious because of the orthogonality (2. 
